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T wounld seem to be an instinet of our nature to antieci-
L pate the future. The sorrows and miseries, to which
wa-&va been doomed in consequence of the original trans-
gression, render us impatient of the present, and ever anx-
10n8 to read our coming destiny. ence thig irresistible
inclination to pry into futurity is a proof at once of our
immortality, and of the misery of our present condition. It
ig not surprising, therefore, that in alF periods marked by
great misfortunes or convulsions, prophecies should abound ;
and that man, bewildered by the contemplation, or suffer-
ing under the pressure of present evils, should seek in the
urﬁmﬂwn future a refuge and consolation. This was g0 In
the heathen time. And under the christian dispensation,
this sentiment must be more lively, as the Gospel fixes our
attention so strongly on the future, and hope, purified and
directed by divine grace, is exalted by christianity into a
virtue. Acecordingly, in all ages of the Church, the Holy
Spirit has raised up godly men to warn their contempo-
raries of the evils that were to come, or solace them with
the hope of brighter days. It was only natural to suppose
that such prodigious catastrophes as the Reformation of
the sixteenth eentury, and the French Revolution of
1789, with all their ulterior consequences, that have so con-
vulsed the Church and eivil society, should have been fore-
told by holy seers. And so it is piously believed to have
been. St. Bridget, St. Hildegarde, John of Liliendael, an
Augustinian Prior of the fourteenth century, the monk
Hermann, of Lehnin, who flourished in the thirteenth cen-
tury, Cardinal D’ Ailly, (1414,) and John Miller, Bishop
of Ratisbon, (1476,) severally predicted, with more or less
clearness, the great revolutions of the 16th, 18th and 19th
centuries. And without implicitly adopting these prophe-
cies, or any one of them, in 1ts integrity, it will be
admitted, that the singular fulfilment of some of their pre-
dictions m relation to past events, or such as we are now
witnessing, 18 a warrant for their truthfulness in respect to
the future, or at least entitles them to the greatest respect.

A catholic clergyman of Westphalia, Thomas DBey-
kirch, has published a eolleetion of Prophecies touching
the condition of the Church in the present age, and in the
times to come. The work, as may be supposed, has
excited the greatest interest in Germany, and 1 less than
a year has reached the third edition. Nothing can be
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more praiseworthy than the motives which have snggested
this collection ;—in the first place, to counteract the many
gpurious prophecies now enjoying eirculation in Germany,
which, dictated as they were by fanaticism or eupidity, are
designed to gratify only the passions or the curiosity of
the populace ; and secondly, to awaken and keep alive in
the hearts of his countrymen, a hope for the future reli-
gious union and political unity of Germany.

Some of the prophecies are doubtless of great interest
and importance from the matters they relate to, as
well as from the character of their anthors, and the notes
of intrinsic credibility which they bear. Others agamn are
of a much inferior stamp, coming from persons little
known, being either loeal in their seope and object, or
vagne and obscure in their purport,

The nature and bearing of them all, as well as the
weight which they are entitled to, it will be well to hear
from the author himself.

* Non-scriptural Prophecies constifute no articles of faith. Let
us on that account not believe all things, nor all men, but let us
at the same time not reject all things. The best counsel in this
matter i3 given by the Apostle Paul: ¢ Despise not Prophécies.
But prove all things ; hold that which is good.’

* In order to facilitate such examination, we subjoin for the use
of such persons as are unfamiliar with the subject, the following.
notes of gennine prophecy :

1, Genuine Prophecies eomprise nothing against religion and
the Church, nothing against faith and good morals; they agree
with Hely Writ, and must not be rejected by the Chureh.

*2, Genuine Prophecies have a prophetic form, They are set
forth in marvellous mmages, in dark mysterious words ; they often
bring together totally dissimilar events, invert occasionally the
order of time ; while their authors, overpowered with the general
impression of their visions, employ exaggerated langnage. For
instance, ‘ the bleod will mount even to the horses’ bridles.” From
thege peculiarities we sce that a certain cbscurity attaches to
prophecies, But this very quality bespeaks their divine origin, as
hereby they seem to bear a cerfain conformity to the other works
of God. In nature and history, too, God conceals Himself, in order
that those only, who seek Him in faith, may find Him.

“3. Every genuine Prophecy mmust either bear the name of a
man worthy of eredit at its head, and it must be ecertain that it
procesded from him, or it must have been in part fulfilled, and’
proved to be of very great antiquity. Hence let us boware of all
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ictions, as go under the title of ‘Cardinal Laroche,’

.'I{a_nm;mami ? ¢ Nostradamus,” ‘Sybilla,” <the Milennial Kingdom,'

ggr ]8,5{) by Paolo, ‘Hemarkahla Prﬂphe:ey of a Ulair-
“or a ‘Fem:ale Somnambulist,” © Oracles,” &e, They contra-
t eac -h ather, and either predict things which every man of
gense can foresee, or prophecy according to men's wishes ; and the
wilder they are, the more easily are they credited.

“4, Troe Pmphemes have a good object in view. They aim not
at the mhsﬁaﬂtwn of cariosity, but are designed to instruct, solace,
and warn, A corrupt age must sece written on the wall its *Maua,
Theeel, Phares,” and humanity must be made to perceive that apos-
taocy from the true faith and the Church, is the cause of all the
misfortunes, distresses, and afilictions of our time. Christians
must thereby be awakened from a dead to a living faith,

“35, A chief characteristic of the Prophecies of our time is that
they all, in a remarkable way, coincide in four points. 1. That
Gaod mll visit with severe judgments this unhu]u.wmt and immoral
age, because of the overflowing measure of its sins. 2. That the
religious schism will cease, and all christian communions be
united in ome fold, and under oue shepherd. J. That Germauvy
will attain to union under a powerful monarch. 4. That pros-

perous and happy times will follow the days of contest.”—
Leykirch, pp. 6—B8.

Some of these Prophecies are taken from printed works
of acknowledged repute; others from manuseripts; and a
few which were current among the people, have been
derived from word of mouth. A great number have Imm
taken from an old book l‘:‘*ntiih*rl ¢ Liiber “Eitﬂ;ifih,
which was compiled by an ccclesinstic of the di 1ocese of
Miinster, from the year 1800 to 1808, Dut by far the
most important of these Prophecies are take from the
“ Visions,”” and the “ Commentaries on the Apocalypse,’’
by the Venerable Bartholomew Holzhauser: a work which
stands second on our list. As this very important work
serves to illustrate and confirm the minor prophecies con-
tained in M. Beykirch’s book, and moreover possesses on
gome points a peculiar interest for the Knglish reader, we
shall give a more detailed analysis of its contents, prefix-
ing a blographical sketeh of the venerable author. We
shall afterwards revert to the “ Prophetic Voices” of
M. Be kirch.

M. Clarns, well known for a much esteemed History of
<] mnish thera;t.ure has recently translated from the Latin
thﬂ ”?‘mm of Holzhauser, as well as hia Commentary
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on the Apoealypse. The translations are well executed.
The author has prefixed am able philosophical Intro-
duction, in which he investigates the different species of
Prophetic Visions, the genuineness of Holzhauser’s, their
symbolic character, and the psychelogical ineidents con-
nected with such phenomena. He has also added a Com-
mentary on these obscure Visions, which, though labouring
under the fault of prolixity, yet abounds with many solid
and ingenious remarks. He has likewise tranglated a
Biography of the Author, composed in Latin about sixty
vears ago, and which supplies much useful and edifying
information respecting the holy man of whom 1t treats,

From this biography, which 1s, however, too diffuse, we
%‘%ﬂ now proceed to draw up a sketch of Holzhauser’s

ife.

Barthelomew Holzhauser was born in the year 1613, of
poor parents at Langua, a Swabian village not far from
Augsbure. In his c¢hildhood he was distinguished for his
piety, innocence, and love of reading. In his eleventh
year, he was favoured, according to his biographer, with
a vision of our Saviour and the DBlessed Virgin, accom-
panied by a luminous cross in the heavens; and that
cross he afterwards took to be an omen of the many
trials and afflictions, which he was to encounter in life.
At his earnest request, his parents sent him to the Latin
gchool ; but there he was compelled to live by alms.
Here he was cured in a wonderful way of the pestilence ;
but he was compelled shortly afterwards to return home,
where he was put to his father’s business, which was
shoe-making. His insatiable desire for learning, however,
making this occapation extremely irksome, his parents
yielded to his urgent entreaty to allow him to go to col-
ege. Provided with a few pence from his father, and a
rosary from his mother, and a blessing from both, young
Holzhauser went on his way to find out a foundation for
himself. He was not successful in the episcopal city of
Eichstiadt ; but hearing that at Neuburg on the Danube,
there was a college directed by Jesuits, where all poor
students, who could sing in choir, and possessed some
acquaintance with music, were boarded, lodged, and edu-
cated gratuitously, he resolved to try his fortune there.
Having presented himself to the Superior of the house,
and humbly stated his request, he was asked whether he
was acquainted with musie. To this question he replied,
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that he had learned the elements at school; but on the
Professor’s bringing haim a difficult trio, he executed it
with such surprising skill, that he was much applanded by
the Prefect of the Choir, and immediately admitted into
the establishment. In this effort, however, he was evi-
dently assisted from above; for a few days after, he was
unable to sing a piece of music set before him. The Pre-
feet 1 his 1 i%gnatiﬂu would have turned him out of the
house ; but the great meekness and piety evinced by the
boy, during his few days’ stay in the College, quite dis-
armed his wrath, and indueced the Superior to allow him to
remain. He was, however, sent down from the first table,
where he had been placed, to the lowest, where sat the
students who were totally ignorant of music ; but the place
he had lost, he soon rewon by his great application to
musie. During the five years Holzhauser remained at
Neuburg, he was a model of piety, virtue, and diligence in
his studies. In the year 1633, after having completed his
course of Humanities at Neuburg, he repaired to the
Umniversity of Ingolstadt, to prosecute the study of Phi-
losophy. Here, at first, it was only by begging alms he
could procure a subsistence, till a benevolent citizen
admitied him 1nto his house,” and at a later period he was
allowed to take his meals at a Jesuit College in that city.
During his abode at the University, olzhauser was
remarkable for his love of prayer and contemplation, hig
humility, meekness, and resignation, and his great charity
towards the sick and poor, with whom he often divided the
scanty alms he had collected. After three years’ st,udf_ of
philosophy, he took the degree of Doctor, and then studied
theology under the Jesuit Fathers of Ingolstadt. Much
as his time was taken with up with prayer, meditation,
visiting of the sick, and catechetical mstruction of chil-
dren; yet he found time punctually to go through all the
prescribed studies ; and though his abilities were not above
the average standard, still when he spoke of divine things,
he evinced a rare sagacity and penetration of mind.
Hence his fellow-students ascribed much of his knowledge
on sacred subjects, to an internal illumination of the Holy

* This excellent custom is still retained in Germany, where not
only the secular and regular clergy, but the charitable laity, make
it & point to provide a daily repast for one or several poor stu-
dents, according to their means,
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Spirit. During his years of studentship, Holzhanser eon-
ceived the plan vof an Institate for the introduction of a life
of community among the secular clergy—a plan which he
lived to accomplish, “and which has been productive of the
greatest blessings to the Chureh in Southern Germany.
At the same penod he wrote one or two ascetical books,
and was favoured with celestial visions.

On receiving Holy Orders, Holzhauser obtained a bene-
fice in the diocese of Salzburg, where he first founded his
Institute. A few years afterwards, he was appointed to
the rural deanery of Lieoggenthal in the Tyrol, where his
Institute spread, and he was allowed to bind its members
by an oath. In the exercise of his pastoral dnties, he
was a model of piety and zeal—so fervent in the
oblatien of the Holy Sacrifice—so persuasive in the
pulpit—so enlightened in the Confessional—so chari-
‘I;il.l‘jﬁ to the poor—so sgoothing in attentions to the
sick and dving. Even as a student he had practised
severe mortifications, and had been remarked for his Tove
of prayer, and his gafi: of tears. Nothing could exceed hig
resignation under nmhm-\s ‘want, and prlmtmns of every
kind, nor his admirable patwnce under the contradictions
and opposition of men., Much misrepresentation and
obloguy had he to endure from lax and worldly-minded
ecclesiastics, adverse as they were to the spread of his
Institute. The Almighty was pleased to work several
miraculons eures throuch the hands of His faithful ser-
vant;* and his wonderful faith and humility, gave him
thmﬂrdnmr;,r power over evil spirits, whom, 1n two cases
of very obstinate possession, he was enabled to cast out.

But it was with the gift of prophecy this holy man was
pre-eminently endowed, Various predictions uttered by
him relative to matters purely contingent, were realised
by the event. For these, we must refer the reader to the
pages of his bm::rmphm I But there are ten remarkable

# One of his most remarkable cures was that of a boy lame in
both feet, whom, after anointing with oil taken frem a lamp that
burned before the altar of St. John the Baptist, he instantaneously
cured,—See his Biography, p. 108, ed, Clarus,

t See ibid.,, p. 109—12, where the two cases aro stated at
length. :
} See many examples cited in 8. 5, p. 117, of his Life.
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Visions with which Holzhauser was favoured, and to which
we shall soon have occasion to call the reader’s attention,
At the request of his assistant priests, and with the special

ermigsion of the venerable Bishop of Chiemsee, he wrote
g own these Visions towards the end of January, 1646, and
collected them into a volume. They have reference to the
errors and vices prevalent in the seventeenth century and
the following ages; to the religious and political destinies
of the German empire: and to the return of our own dear
country, England, to the Catholic faith. As soon as he
had eompiled these Visions, Holzhauser, urged by the
Spirit, hastened to the city of Linz, to present the same to
the Emperor, Ferdinand 111., and immediately afterwards
hurried to Munich, to offer another copy to the Elector,
Maximilian, Duke of Bavaria,

It will be well now to hear the opinion, which the
learned theologians of the University of Ingolstadt, the
friends and teachers of Holzhauzer, entertained of these
Visions: After the Author’s death, the learned Jesuit,
Father Liyprand, wrote as follows respecting them )

“In regard tothe prophecies of Bartholomew Holzhauser, different
opinions were commonly entertained ; some rejecting them as of no
importance, others, but only a few, approving them. Father Simon,
once the most distinguished theologian of that country, and my col-
league at the University of Ingolstadt, and who had been for a year
Burtholomew’s teacher, and was a man of acute judgment, said, after
reading his prophecies, that their style was truly prophetic, and
that from his knowledge of Bartholomew’s parts and capacity, they
could not be the produet of his invention. A like judgment was
pronounced by Father Peter Breier, who was also Bartholomew’s
teacher, and my colleague in theology. The three first visions
respeeting the country of the Lech, the city of Ingelstadt, and the
kingdom of England, I immediately understood and examined ; but
a8 I knew that in such matters it was easy to be deceived, and that
often deception has eccurred, and gtill occurs in divers things of
this kind, I attached not much importance to the first two prophe-
cies, But after Holzhauser had explained to me more fully the
propheey respecting England, and how that country would fall into
extreme misery, and the issue of the whole would be that the king
would be slain, and that then peace would ensue, and afterwards
the Eingdom of England would return to the Roman Catholic fuith, and
the English achieve more for the Church, than on their first conversion to
Christianity. T was then apprehensive that the evils which he had
foretold respecting the Lech and Ingolstadt, might come to pass.
This apprehension was the more lively, as among the prophecies,
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which Father Kollnag wasz obliged to write down in obedience to
his superiors, there was a similar one respecting England. These
prophecies of Kollnag, which I have read in the Italian language,
he holds for divine inspiratiens. They were about the year mine-
teen of this century, communicated to me by Father Rupertus
Randell, my then confessor, a man of talent and discernment ; but
in these there is no mention of the execution of the King of Eng-
land, nor of the storm, whereof Bartholomew speaks. When some
years afterwvards the said Bartholomew returned to Ingolstade, to
visit his young people studying here, I took occasion, as a report
had been for some time current that King Charles of England
(Charles L) was disposed to embrace the Catholie faith, 1 tock
oceasion, I say, to tell Bartholomew, that such a report squared
not with his prophecy about the kingdom of England, Therenpon
he replied in a very confident manner: ¢ King Charles of England
is neither now a Catholic, nor will he ever become a Catholie.’
The event proved the truth of his words. At the same time he
informed me, he knew from God, the Swede would never lave a
footing in the German empire, and that the Rhine would return to
its ancient master.

“To speak now in general as to Bartholomew’s prophecies, I have
always been of opinion, that he went to work without any guile,
and that his natural parts were inadequate to their fabrication......

* Although I hold it to be probable enough, nay, as extremely
probable, that Holzhauser had received from God the gift of pre-
phecy, yet I would not venture to assert that he had always rightly
understood the prophecies communicated to him ; for it is agreed
among theologians, that the first gift may exist without the
second.”—ZLife of Holshauser, pp. 114 —16.

It was alse during his abode at Leogegenthal, Holz-
hauser wrote his great work—the Commentary on the
Apocalypse of St. John, that wonderful book, in which,
according to St. Jerome, there are as many mysteries
as words. This Commentary extends only to the fifth
verse of the fifteenth chapter. Holzhauser, according to
his biographer, wrote it under the pressure of great tribu-
lations. During this time he gave %imseif up to continual
prayer, and passed whole days without Eatingii}r drinking,
wholly removed from the society of men. Having been
asked, what was the state of his soul, when he wrote this
work, he burst into tears, and rephed: “1 was like a
child, whose hand was led, while I wrote.””

After passing ten devoted years of the ministry at Leog-~

enthal, where he had achieved hmmense good, Holz-
E&user received an invitation from the Elector, John
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Philip von Schonborn, Archbishop of Mayence, to settle in
his dominions. The fatter bestowed on him the rectory of

ingen, while the priests of ‘ the Institute’ were intrusted
with the direction of the seminary of Wiirzburg. Holzhauser
won the esteem and confidence of the Elector to such a de-
gree, that the latter took the greatest pleasure in his society,
and consulted him on matters of the greatest seeresy and
importance. Shortly after his arrival at Bingen, Holz-
hauser had an interview with our King, Charles II., then
an exile, but hoping speedily to be recalled to the throne of
his ancestors. L.et us hear the account given of this inter-
view by the German biographer,

% This favourable opinion of Holzhauser, the Elector evinced by
& continual praize of his conduct and virtues. As on one oceasion,
Charles Il., King of England, who was still in banishment, but
entertained the hope of speedily returning to England, descended
the Rhine in company of the Elector, as far as Geisenheim in the
Rheingau, and there passed the night with his guest, the latter
took occasion to mention the pame of Holzhauser, The King
learned from the Elector, thata priest wasliving in the neighbourhood,
who & loug time ago had foretold wonderful things of the English
kingdom and English king. The King expressed so much desire to
see this puest immediately, that he was fetched from Bingen late
in the evening, and after incurring no little danger from a storm
which had suddenly arisen while he was on the Rhine, he arrived
at Geisenheim at about twelve o'clock at night. Having been
introduced to Charles IL, and questioned about his vision in regard
to the kingdom of England, and the destinies which had befallen
her king, Holzhauser replied on these several points to the
monarch, He recommended to his Majesty’s protection the Catho-
lie religion, and the priests who were labouring in England in its
behalf. The monarch gave Lim his hand, and promised to be
mindful of his request.

* It is astonishing with what a burning zeal Holzhauser laboured
to bring about the conversion of England. This was the marrow
of his thoughts—the subject of his conversation—the sum of all
his desires ; with his blood would he fain have washed away, had
he been so permitted, all the errors of bheresy, No resolution was
8o fixedly implanted in him, as to go to England, and there, utterly
regardless of any risk he might run for his life, make a beginning
towards a restoration of the Catholic faith. He awaited only the
Elector’s permission to prosecute this voyage. This permission he
would have sought with earnest prayers, had he not been overcome
%" the still more urgent solicitations of his friends, Giindel and

Vogt, and been induced to defer for one or several years the execu-
tion of & project, which he never would entirely give up, in order

VOL. XXIK.—NI::: LYIIL !
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in the first place by his presence to conselidate his rising Institute,
until such time as his presence might be more easily dispensed

with, 1t was with difficulty he could be held back from this pro-
joct.”—Holzhauser's Life, p. 69.

But thiz holy man, so burning with love forthe kingdom
of heaven, it now pleased the Almighty to call to Himself,
At the moment when new prospects seemed to open to his
indefatigable zeal, and his Institute was taking root and
spreading 1n new dioceses,” he was summoned to receive
the reward of his many virtues., On his dying bed he re-
commended to hig brethren zeal for the glory of God, hu-
mility, patience, resignation, and attachment to the Insti-
tute which they had embraced: and having been provided
with the last sacraments of the Church, he breathed out
his pure soul on the 20th May, 1658, and in the 45th year
of his age.

We shall now proceed to the visions and prophecies of
this favoured servant of God. From his great orthodoxy
and holiness—the blessings which attended his pastoral
ministry—the miracles which he wrought—and the visions
which he was early favoured with, we might argue anante-
cedent probability that his prophetic enunciations are truth-
ful and genuine, Moreover, when it is recollected, that
learned theologians declare that these prophecies contain
nothing contrary to Secripture and ecclesiastical tradition ;
—when we note, too, their style, and compare their sub-
lime bearmg and import with the admitted medioerity of
the author’s talents ;—when we remember, also, the strict
fulfilment which many of his written, as well as oral pre-
dictions have already received, and that the unfuiﬁ?led
ones are borne out by like prophecies of other holy men,
the probability will, to seme minds, acquire almost the
form of conviction,

1t 18 remarked by the editor, M. Clarus, that the pro-
phecies of the Old Testament are distinguished for a com-
parative plainness and distinetness of language; while
those of the New are remarkable for their allegorical die-
tion and profusion of symbols. And the reason for this
difference is clear. The former prophecies, as they were
designed to prepare the Jews for the Messiah and His
kingdom, &115 to attest the truth of His divine mission,

# This institute was approved by the Hely Bee.
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must needs be freer from obscurities than those addressed
to a people who possess the Incarnate Truth ever present,
though nvisible, among them, and to whom the future can
be, comparatively speaking, little more than a matter of

edmgi:ng curiogity.

Holzhauser furnishes a key to most of the symbols and
allegories in his own visions, as well as to those of the
Apocalypse of St. John, mm his Commentary upon that
book. The ten visions, which, as has been stated, this
man of God, in obedience to the Bishop of Chiemsee, com-
mitted to writing, he accompanied with a Commentary ;
but as the learned editor, M. Clarus, has observed, the full
bearing of these prophecies Holzhauser seems not always
himself to have understood.

1t is indeed a proof of the divine origin of a genuine pro-
pheey, that the mind of the prophet should be in a passive
gtate, and should not always fully comprehend the import
of the vision brought before him.

To the first four visions out of the ten, Holzhauser ap-
pends no explanation ; but the editor has, as has been above
mentioned, subjoined some judicious, though too diffuse
remarks, which will serve as a guide in this analysis.

In the first Vision the prophet sees seven most uneclean
and hideous beasts, that with all their young ones come
before, and insult, and blaspheme the throne of the Kiter-
nal. The first beast is a toad, accompanied with a count-
less brood of young ones, which have parvot voices. This
beast, according to the editor, represents false inflated
seience. The second 1s a most heavily laden camel, and
is overburthened with the price of the blood of Christ.
This beast typifies those ““ in whose hands is mischief, and
whose right hand is full of bribes.” Ps. xxvi. 10. The
third beast is a neighing stallion, and is the emblem of
impurity. The fourth beast is an immense terrific serpent,
symbolizing infidelity, and is mn close connexion with the
other beasts, and derives aid and support from them. The
fifth beast is like unto a hog wallowing in its slongh, and
ig the fitting emblem of glnttony and every species of in-
temperance. The sixth beast is a furious wild boar, and
18 the symbol of heresy in its violent assaults against the
Church. This boar fixes its tusks in the tree of life, and

the blood of Christ, which is the sap of that tree, flows

copiously down. The seventh beast was dead, and had no
name, hat it signified, Holzhauser declares himself he
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knew not. But ag in the same vision he saw a land, called
the Priests’ land, wherein was a tree watered by rivulets,
but which even in summer bore no leaves ner fruits, the
editor not improbably coneludes, that “the dead beast,
which had no name,” typifies the unworthy dezenerate
members of the Catholic priesthood, whose works are
dead. Of these visions we have only room for a few ex-
tracts.

There is a truly apocalyptic grandeur in the following
vision, wherein the anti-christian satanie philosophy of the
last and present centuries is symbolized.

“ The fourth beast was like unto a snake, full of yenom, and gall,
and bitterness, and envy. The serpent was very vast and terrible,
It lifted up its head against Him who sat upon the throne, gnashed
its teeth at the children of God, and bit and devoured itself out of
envy, and the swelling of its venom. And I saw how the beast
ruled in heaven, on earth, and under the earth ; how it gnawed the
grass, and the flowers of the earth, and darkened the stars of hea-
ven, Most fearful were its tail, and tongue, and teeth. This
beast, too, had in like manner many male and female young enes,
great and small, which did the like in heaven and on earth. A
beast there was most terrible ; I shuddered at its aspect; I was
afeard, and was amazed exceedingly. Its name I knew not. And
from the throne of Majesty came forth a veice, which spake, This
is the Murderer of souls. And I heard a voice which spake with
another, and cried out: * Salvation and jubilee to our God, and the
Lamb upon the threne of judgment, and punishment, and recom-
pense; for He is terrible, and almighty, and can avenge their wiek-
edness on the inhabitants of earth. Avengethe image of Thy face,
great and righteons Judge ! by hail, and sulphur, and piteh, by the
fire and the burning of eternity, and in the earthquakes of Thine
Almightiness !’ And I heard the voice of thousands and tens of
thousands, who eried, * So be it, so be it.""—vol. i, pp. 175-6.

The two next visions, though vague and ohseure, have
clearly reference to the future triumphs, which the Chureh,
after the tribulations and anguish she has had to endure
tor the last three centuries, 1s yet destined, according to
ancient prophecy and tradition, to eelebrate on earth.
This subject we shall have cceasion to recur to, when we
come to gpeak of Holzhauser’s prophetic comments on the
Apocalypse.

e pass on to the fourth vision, to which the venerable
author has himself furnished us with a key, and which, re-
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‘markable as it is for its clearness and vivid beauty, pos-
sesses a surpassing interest for the English reader.

© “TIstood in the year 1635 by the Danube, giving alms to the
banished, and offering up prayers for the whole earth. I stood
towards the north and the west, and my heart poured itself out in
many lamentations before God, saying: ¢ How long will the adver-
sary hold this kingdom in bondage, which swimmeth with the blood
of martyrs, spilled by that accursed woman, Jezabel, as she wished
to reign in the Chureh of God® And T heard at the same time
that the lawful sacrifice would be intermitted for one hundred and
twenty years; and on the other side of the sea I saw immense
lands, and how peoples and tongues thronged together, and how
the land was inwardly shaken by armies, as by an earthquake.
The prodigious multitude 1 saw divided, and I beheld the king
standing in the midst. And it was fold me, °All rests with the
king, and the king is, as it were, sold.’

* And towards the west the heavens were opened, and the land
trembled as with an earthguake, and the nations were shaken, and
terror eame over the whole kingdom ; and it was told me: “On the
king dependeth the salvation of the people! And it seemed to me
as if he refused ; and I heard: ‘If the king will not, then will he
be smitten.” And the heavens again opened towards the west; a
large fiery ball came down, flew oblique, and smote the king, And
now his kingdom rested in peace, and the land was illuminated.

“And lo! I saw a ship sailing on the sea, and arrive in port,
and righteous and holy men, who were in the ship, landed, and they
began to preach the Gospel in those countries. They prospered in
their undertaking ; and that land returned to peace and to the
sanctification of Jesus Christ,”—vol. i. p, 215,

Holzhauser, as we have seen above, told the Jesuit
Father Lyprand, that this vision had reference to Kng-
land, and to her religious and political destinies, In brief
but graphie lines were here shadowed out to the prophet’s
eye many leading events in the history of our Church and
State for the last three hundred years. The bloody perse-
eution of the British Catholics by the Jeza,bel-—-ﬁqlzueeu
Elizabeth—the political feuds of the British nation—the
colonization of Knglish America—the Great Rebellion—
the sale of King Charles I. by the Scotch—his unwilling-
ness to embrace the Catholic faith*—his tragic execution—
the suspension of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the

* The last words of Charles I. on the zcaffold were, “I die a Pro-
testant,” X
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space of one hundred and twenty years, namely, from the
year 1658, when the saying of Mass was prohibited under
enalty of death, down to the year 1778, when the penal
aws were relaxed*—the gradual return of England to the
Catholic faith, whereof many learned men now see the be-
ginnings f—the holy foreign missionaries that have or are
now preaching the faith in England, such as the French
emigrant priests fifty years ago—and the Italian Passion-
ists] and Rosminians, the %eigiam Ligunorians, and the
French Conceptionists of our own day—all are here either
announced or indicated. The full accomplishment of this
prophecy 18 reserved for the future, and in our humble opi-
nion, not very remote future. M. Beykirch, M. Clarus,
and the learned reviewer of Holzhauser’s Commentary on
the Apocalypse in the Historisch-politische Blatter—all
agree that none of his published prophecies have as yet re-
ceived so exact a fulfilment as this respecting England.
We have now only space to notice, and that briefly, one
more vision. | he seventh refers to the destinies of Church
and State in Germany, and more remotely in Europe, We
ean give but a portion of it.

“ After this I saw a countless mulititnde of worms, gathered toge-
ther against a great worm, And they fell upon 1, and bit it, and
there was no one to free it from their bites. * )i ¥

¢ There was a hot contest : the great worm came into sore straits;
but Cattus fell upon the little worms many times, how often I can-
not say, and put them to flight. And I saw how Cattus obtained
the victory, and rescued the great worm from the hands of its foes,
I approached nearer, and saw the great worm covered with many
wounds, almost dead. And while this was going on, I saw every-
where on the earth men and cattle slain. A great wound was

—

* It is remarkable that in British America also, the same penalty
against eaying mass was in force from the year 1663 down to the
year 1783, when it was abrogated, making exactly a period of one
hundred and twenty years, during which the Holy Sacrifice was in-
termitted, at least in public.

t Holzhauser expressly states that the conversion of England
will be gradual.

§ The reader may perhaps remember, that the venerable Founder
of the Order of Passionists, Father Paul of the Cross, once beheld
in a yisien, after celebrating mass, his own Religious preaching the
faith in England. This vision occurred about eighty years ago.
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stricken on the earth, and it overflowed with blood, I was amazed
exceedingly, and fear fell upon me.”
Holzhauser has himself given the key to this vision,

' “The following," says he, “is the interpretation, The many
worms are the foes of the emperor and the empire. The latter 13
gsignified by the great worm. After their defeat at Nirdlingen,®
and our expedition against France, the foes of the emperor assem-
bled uuder the French King, and inflicted much injury on the em-
peror. No one was there to deliver him from their bites; aban-
doned by all, he fell into sore straits, OCattus, whom thou hast
seen, is the trae general, whose prudence God will make use of, to
administer aid, and to evince fidelity, even in extremest distress.”

Then Holzhauser adds:

* ]f thon hast observed how everywhere on the earth men and cattle
are slain, and a great wound has been stricken, and everywhere the
earth overflows with blood, the following is the import thereof. [In
the world there will be wars, and the Lord, tn consequence of the frightful
sing deseribed in the first vision, under the signs of seven beasts, will exer-
eise in other parts of the earth His predetermined wrath., Few will be
left on the earth ; kingdoms will fall into confusion; principalities will
be overturned ; dynasties will be brought low ; states will perish, and
almost all men will come to beggary.  The blood-hound will worry the
Church, and on the enrth there will prevail the grealest tribulation, and
all manner of confusion.”—vol. 1, pp. 244-5.

The concluding passage of this “ Interpretation™ evi-
dently shows that, as frequently happens, the vision of the
geer was gradually extended, and that the Thirty Years
War formed only the foreground of that mighty pieture,
which Omnipotence by degrees unrolled to his eye. What
more graphic portraiture could be traced of the religious
and political condition of Europe for the last eighty vears,
than m the words underlined, written upwards of two cen-
turies ago? Their truth 13 too palpable to need a com-
ment, e need only point out that general pauperism,
which is one of the most salient charaeteristics of our time.
“ Depauperabuntur quasi omnes.”” This general poverty
annonnced by Holzhauser is the fruit of infidelity, that has
dried up the springs of fraternal charity, and of revolutions
that have confiscated the property of the clergy and of large

*# At Nordlingen in 1634, the Imperialists gained a great victory
over the Swedes,
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proprietors, put down religious orders and lay confraterni-
ties, despolled so many charitable foundations, and con-
vulsed all the relations of trade and industry, Itis the
child, too, of that false political economy, which made the
increase of population the first care of government, gave
such undue extension to the manufacturing system, and
instead of reforming abuses in the ancient guilds, totally
suppressed them, and thus abandoned the honest trades-
man to & ruinous competition, left the artisan without re-
source In the hour of sickness and want, and the public
without protection against unskilfulness and fraud.

‘We must now pass to Holzhauser’s Commentary on the
Apocalypse. This Commentary, written in Latin, and
which remamed in manuseript for a century and a half,
was first printed at Bamberg and at Wirzburg m the year
1784. An able reviewal of the Latin original two years
ago, in the Historisch-politische Blatter, first called the
attention of the German public to this most remarkable
work ; and the sensation thereby created, induced M. Cla-
rus to publish a German translation of the Commenta
the following year. It is from this translation we ghall
speak of the book.

A learned theologian, after perusing this Commentary,
candidly declared, that “after Holzhauser all commenta-
tors on the Apocalypse appeared to him to have written
like ¢hildren.” Anc{] in truth there is an earnestness, an
unction, a fulness and depth of remark, a certamn lummeous
minuteness of explanation, which foreibly convince the
reader that Holzhauser wrote according to an internal
light, and that the same Spirit which dictated St, John’s
mysterious book, had deigned to unseal it to his commen-
tator. 4

‘“ Even in leaving out of consideration,” says the German
eritic above referred to, ** the predictions as to the Future
contained in Holzhauser’s Commentary, we cannot but be
surprised at the manner in which it appreciates the Past.
The book is written in a simple and artless style; but
we there find a great depth ﬂiP thought and a knowledge
of history, which 1s quite beyond the anthor’s times, and 18
the more striking, as this holy priest was neither a scholar
nor a philogsopher, nor were his intelleetual qualities above



1850.] State of the Church. 137

the average standard.* The following is the fundamental
idea of his Commentary upon the Apocalypse.

 The seven stars and the seven golden candlesticks which
St. John saw, when he was ravished in spirit, represent
the seven epochs in the church’s history from her founda-
tion to the last judgment. To those periods correspond
again the seven churches of Asia Minor, to which the
word of the Lord in the vision is addressed, as well as the
seven days of ereation, the seven ages of the world before
Jesug Christ, and the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost.
Obliged to confine ourselves to a very short analysis, we
will merely point out the heads of Holzhauser’s Prophe-
sies, and we will leave the appreciation of their correctness
to those who have meditated on the historic development
of christianity.

The first epoch, which he calls that of seed-time, (the
status seminationis), comprehends the period that elapsed
from the preaching of our I;.A:-rd Jesus Christ and His apos-
tles, down to the martyrdom of St. Peter and St. Paul
under Nero. The second epoch, called the period of irri-
gation, (‘status ir‘ﬁgatiﬂnisﬁ ig that of the persecutions,
which lasted until Constantine. The third, which extends
from that emperor down to Charlemagne, 18 the period of
illumination, (status illuminationis,) The fourth, which
dates from the re-establishment of the western empire
under Charlemagne, and terminates with the age of
Charles V. and Leo X., is the time of peace, (the status
ﬁwﬂiﬁm{s. ) The fifth epoch, which commences with the

irth of Protestantism, and wherein we still live, is the
state of tribulation, (status afflictionis.)

* This,” says Holzhauser, *is a state of trouble, desolation,
humiliation, and poverty for the church., We may with just reason
call it a state of purification, in which the Lord Jesus Christ has
sifted His wheat, and will sift it again by wars, by seditions, by
famines, by epidemics, and other scourges, by the tribulation and
the poverty which He will suffer to weigh on the Latin chureh, by
means of heretics and bad christians, who will take from her the
greater part of her bishoprics and countless monasteries, especially
the wealthier ones. She is oppressed even by Catholic princes,
and despoiled by means of taxes, imposts, and other extortions ; so
that we may say, in groaning with the prophet Jeremiah, ‘The
gueen of nations hath been placed under the yoke,’ The church is

#* See Historisch-politische Blétter, vol. xxi.
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become poor and miserable, because she hath been calumniated by
heretics, because her ministers are despised by bad christians, who
render them neither honour nor respect. By all these means God
will sift His wheat ; He will cast the chafi away to be burnt, and
will gather the wheat into His barns. This fifth state of the
church is the state of tribulation, the state of apostacy, full of
miseries of every kind. Few will be spared by the sword, by
famine, and by pestilence. ‘We shall see kingdom rise against
kingdom ; empires will be divided in themselves, and brought to
dasalatinn; principalities and monarchies will be overturned, and
almost the whole world will sink into poverty. The greatest deso-
lation will reign over the earth, All this hath in part been already
accomplished {a.nnu Domini 1656); a part remains yet to be accom-
plished. These things will come to pass by the very just judgment of
God, becanse of the aceumulated mass of our iniguities, whereof our
i’a.t.hers and ourselves have filled up the MeAasure, at the moment when
the mercyof Almighty God awaited our doing penance. The fifth day
of ereation, on whick the earth brought forth birds, fishes, and beasts
of the field, is a type of this epoch, wherein men, like to the birds
of the air and the fishes of the water, give themselves up to license,
sink to the level of the brute, and wallow in lust. In this lamenta-
ble state of the chureh, divine and human laws are without foree,
aud made of light account; the doctrines and precepts of the
church are despised ; ecelasiastical discipline is not better observed
by the priests, tha.n political order iz maintained by the people.
Every one, like the beasts of the field, believes what he pleases, and
doth what he wills,

“The correspondence of this period with the fifth age of the anciens
world, from Solomeon down to the Babylonish eaptivity, is extremely
striking, Then Israel fell into idolatry, and Judah and Benja.min
were alone true to the covenant. So in the times we speak of, &
large portion of the Catholic population has fallen away from the
true church ; while a small number only of good christians hath
survived. The Jewish ztate was then ruined, and was harassed
and oppressed by heathens ; so alse has the holy Roman empire
of Germany been ravaged and dismembered by the neighbeuring
nations, * * * ¥

“To this age has been accorded the gift of counsel ; for counsel
did the church need in order to counteract such fearful calamities,
and to uphold the Catholie faith. This gift of eounsel was revealed
in the Couneil of Trent, in the institution of the Scciety of Jesus,
by whose exertions, learning, and sanectity, the Catholic faith and
the church throughout Europe, were rescued from destrmction,

“ A type of this epoch iz the Church of Sardis—a word that
signifieth the beginning of beauty ; for the calamities of this period
will be the beginning of a better time, Divine providence hath
wisely ordained that the church which He will cause to endure unto
the end of the world, should be moistened from time to time with
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the waters of tribulation, as the gardeumer watereth his garden in
the time of drought.”—Beykirch, pp. 21-3.

In the next passage we leave what the Indians call the
Caliyuga, or present age of misery and perturbation, an d
soar with the prophet into those pure serene times, which
will witness the complete and glorious trinmph of Christ’s
‘Church upon earth, As these different epochs are not
geparated one from the other by any harsh dissonance;
but the concluding tones of each gradually melt, and are
confounded with the rising tones of the succeeding period ;
so the conelusion of the fifth age will be marked by great
conguests of the church. And of these conquests we think
we already discern the beginning,

“The sixth period of the church—the status consolationis—begins
with the Hoely Pope and the Powerful Emperor, and terminates witl
the birth of Anti-christ. (Revelations, e. ni. v, 7, 10.)

* This will be an age of solace, wherein God will console His
church after the many mortifications and afflictions she had endunred
in the filth period. #or all nations will be brought to the unity of the
true Catholic faith,

“ A type of this period was the sixth age of the old world, from
the deliverance of the Israelites out of the Babylonish captivity,
and the rebuilding of the city and of the temple of Jerusalem,
down to the coming of Christ. As God gladdened His people by
the rebuilding of the temple and of the holy city ; as all kingdoms
and nations were subjected to the Roman empire; and Cuesar
Augustus, the most powerful and excellent monarch, after van-
quishing all his enemies, gave for fifty-six years, peace to the
world ; so will God pour out upon His church, that witnessed in the
fifth period nought but affliction, the most abundant consolations.
Bug this happy age will be ushered in under the following circum-
stances, When ail 15 desolated with war ; when the church and the
priests must pay taxes; when Catholics are oppressed by heretics,
and their faithless fellow-religionists ; when monarchs are murder-
ed ; subjects oppressed ; when riches are extirpated ; when every
thing concurs to bring about the establishment of Republics ; then
will the hand of the Almighty produce a marvellous change, accord-
ing to human notions seemingly impossible, For that strong
monarch, (whose name is to be (the help of God ), will, as the envoy
of the Almighty, root up these Republics. He will subject all
things to himself, and will zealously assist the true Church of
Christ, All heresies will be banished into hell ; the Turkish
emipire will be overthrown to its foundations, and his dominion will
extend from east to west. All nations will come, and will worship
the Lord in the one true Catholic Faith. Many righteous men will
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flourish, and many learned men will arise. Meon will love justice
and righteousness, and peace will dwell on the whole earth. For
the Omuipotent will bind satan for many years, until the advent of
him who is to come,—the son of perdition.

“In respect to perfection, this peried corresponds to the sixth
day of creation, en which God created man after His own image,
and subjected to him, as lord of ereation, all creatures of the earth.
So will man be now a true image of God, (in righteonsness and
holiness), and the strong mounarch will rule over all nations.

*“ The sixth gift of the Spirit, the fear of the Lord, will in this
period be poured out upon the church ; for men will fea.r the Lord
their God, keep His commandments, and serve him with their whale
heart, Tha seriptures will be understood after one uniform faahlur;_,
without contradiction and error, so that all will marvel thsy had so
long misunderstood the clear sense of holy writ. The sciences will
be mulmphed and completed, and men will receive extr aordinary
illumination in natural, as well as divine knowledge.’ —Ba;,rklruh

p- 27-4.

The tenth chapter of the A][:mﬂalypae comprises, according
to Holzhauser, special revelations respecting the Mighty
Monuareh and the Enlightened Pope, as we may reasonably

assume, that God would not leave the world withont some
indication as to these great Renovators of an age apparently

not very remote,

““ And I saw, (so it iz said, in the tenth chapter of Revelations,
v. 1-7,) another mighty angel come down from heaven, elothed with
a ¢loud ; and a rainbow was on his head, and his face was as the
sun, and his feet as pillars of fire. And he had in his hand a little
bnuk open ; and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot
upon the earth ; and he eried with a loud voice, as when a lion roar-
Gthy v And the angel whom I saw standing upon the sea and upon
the earth, lifted up his Land, and swore by Him who created all
things, that time shall be no longer ; but éat the mystery of God
shall be finished, as He hath declared by His servants the prophets.

i This 1s the lofty description of that m‘;ght_p' monarch sent by
God. He is a mighty angel, for no one can resist him, the envoy of
God. He will come down from heaven ; that is te say, he will be
born in the bosom of the Catholie church. The eloud with which
he is clothed, signifies hamility, with which, from youth upward,
and without any great pavade, he walketh in the simplicity of his
heart. The protection of God is also thereby indicated, that, on
account of his humility, will encompass him, The rainbow about
his head denotes, that he will bring peace to the whole earth.
The solar lustre of his brow signifies the splendour of his glmy,
his honour, his holiness, his talents, so that all prizces will follow
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hm example. The fiery pillars symbolize the vast extent of his
. and the fire of his religious zeal..........

“ Ti‘m spread of the church over all countries will take place by
the instrumentality of this strong monarch, and before the destruc-
‘tion of the wm:ld, -:ah;,'mtlamtj' will ba prea.ehed to all nations of tha
earth ; as this is foretold in Matthew, ¢. xxiv. v. 4 ; in Isaiag, o. ii.
¥. 23 nad in Micheaa'. C. 1V, ¥, 2. Tu this wide diﬁ'uaiﬂn of chris-
tianity allusion is made, when John is obliged to measure the
temple of God. (Apoe, c. xi, v. 1.}

. * And John saw one sitting upon a cloud, a son of man, with a
golden crown upon his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. (Apoe,
xiv. 14) This is the second vision respecting the mighty monarch ;
the crown is that of the holy Roman empire ; the sickle in his hand,
his uneonguerable army, with which, without sustaining a defeat,
he will vanguish all the enemies of God and His chureh.

“« And another angel came out of the temple, erying with a loud
voice to him that sat wpon the cloud, ® Thrust in thy sickle, and
reap, because the hour is come to reap, for the harvest of the earth
is ripe,”  (Apoe. xiv. 15.)

. *“This angel of the Lord is that great and holy Pope, who,
moved by God, will ery out of the sanctuary of the chureh to that
mighty monarch, to root out the tares of wickedness, for the harvest
is over-ripe ; the measure of sins and abominations is overflowing.
Instructed by a divine revelation, the holy Pope will, by communi-
cating the same, stir up the hearts of princes to & common war ;
aﬂd God will touch the hearts of the soldiers, that, animated with
ngt they all will adhere to the mighty nionarch. '—Beykireh,

PP

These two images of a very saintly and divinely enligh-
tened Pope, and of a very godly and puissant emperor,
form prominent objects in the prophetie visions of div ers
holy seers, to whom the Almighty hath been pleased to
reveal the future destinies of His church. In one of his
vigions, which we passed over, Holzhauser saw two mighty
thrones, whereon sat respectively the supreme representa-
tives of the spiritual and temporal power, and which over-
shadowed the whole earth; thus realizing, on a more
gigantic scale, the medizeval theor v of the p.l]]ld.l nmpirage
and unperml advecacy. In this commentary on the
Apocalypse, as we have seen, this idea is more fully deve-
loped. It is strikingly corroborated in passages from other
authorities, which we are now about to cite. The following
prophecy by a brother John, who flourished about the year
1340, was copied from an old book at Leipzick, in the year
1498, by Maternus Hatten of Spires:
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“ The tyrants and the hostile people will arise, and unexpec-
tedly assail the prelates and the ministers of the chureh, and rob
them of all their temporal goods, their countships, their duchies,
their territories, their ecities, and revenues, and take possession of
all their estates, and will ill-treat them, and afflict them in divers
ways ; and the clergy will not be able to withstand this treat-
ment.

“Then will all ministers of the church, of whatever rank they
may be, be forced under penalties and scourges to return o an
apostolic life. The Pope will change his seat, and will, with his
disciples, consume the bread of grief in tears, Whatever the church
hath before suffered, will be exceeded by the coming afflictions.
Fearful phenomena will be seen in the heavens; the earth will
quake ; the sea roar, and lift up its waves against the land. The
air will become eorrupt, and its natural breath be changed and
perverted by pestilential diseases, because of the wickeduess and
abomination of men. Quickly will many, very many die. A famine
will vizit the west especially. Never will so many and such dread
afilictions be heard of. The pomp of the great will disappear; the
seiences and arts will fall into decay ; and for a time all priests will
remain in a state of humiliation,

“Yet, after so many afilictions, will 2 Pope be chosen, whom the
will of God names, and the angels will erown this pious and perfect
man. He, by his holiness, will remodel the world, and bring back
all churchmen to the true way of living characteristie of Christ's
disciples, and they will be esteemed by all because of their virtue
and holiness. This Enlightened Pope will preach barefoot, and fear
no power of princes ; he will bring all erring sheep back, and espe-
cially convert the Jews ; and there will be but ene law, one faith,
one baptism, one life. All men will love each other; and peace will
endure for long years.” —Beykirch, pp. 72-4,

This brother John prediets, also, very many particulars
respecting the Reformation and the Revolution, which
literally came to pass. He and many others _ag_rea in fore-
telling, that from the year 1490 to 1525, and from 1786
to 1800, events would occur which would have frightful
wars, insurrections, and conspiracies, for their immediate
consequence ; but whose greatest and most calamitous
results would only later become manifest.

In striking coincidence with these predietions respeet-
ing the ““ holy Pope and the powerful monarch,”” we may
cite a passage from the prophecies of the celebrated Father
Rieei, general of the Jpesuits, who died in 1773, in the
odour of sanctity.

“ That valiant duke,” he says, “will exercise a fatal vengeance on
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all kings and princes who have betrayed their country. Woe to

t,hmha: have made & prey of the kingdom of their fm?i;fathera, as

well as of the Chureh, They must pay everything back with double
interest. No safety will be in the house of those thieves. Inevitable

punishment will pursue them ; for that very powerful duke hath

sworn on oath before the face of the Lord, not to sheathe his sword

till he hath avenged his country a hundred-fold. The great Babylon
will fall. Protestantism will be extirpated, and the Turkish em-

pire will perish, and that great duke* will be the mightiest monarch

on the whole earth. His sceptre will be that of Manasses ; he will,

in an assembly of men distinguished in the Church for their piety

and wisdom, and with the aid of the holy Pope, introduce new laws

and ordinances, and allay the spirit of anarchy, and restore our

soviety, and call together its members from the most distant parts,

in order to commenece and educate a new age. Then will there be

everywhere one flock and one shepherd, who will youchsafe to the

whole world and to all men of good-will, peace in the worship of
the Lord oar God."—Beylirch, pp. 70, TL,

In exact conformity with the above prediction, is the
following passage extracted from an old book entitled,
“ Life of Anti-christ, or a full detailed description of the
future things of the world,” by Dionysius von Litzelburg,
Capuchin. gFI'EiIﬂifﬂI‘t, 1686.1 The author thus prophesies
of the Church:

“ If the goodness of God hath ever stood by the Church in the
moments of her deepest affliction ; if He hath ever rescued her out
of all her distresses; wherefore should He now leave her in such
great misery until the end of the world ?......Before the coming of
Antichrist, He will bring His dear bride, the Church, out of all
crosses and afflictions. He will stir up in lLer bosom a Christian
paotentate, who. will perform marvellous deeds throughout dear
Christendom. For He will impart to this prince such strength and
power that not only by his authority will he bring lack all erring
souls fo the true sheep fold, but by the foree of his arms he will strike
down the Turk, take from him Hungary, Greece, together with the

imperial city, Constantinople, and reincorporate it with dear Chris-
tendom.”— Begkireh, p. T2.

But this glorious state of things will not always endure.

* Ricci foretells that he will spring of an old and illustrious
German house,

+ Leben des Antichrist’s oder griindliche, aus fiihrliche Besch-
reibung von den zukiinftigen Dingen der Welt, ete, Von Dionysius
von Litzelburg, Kapuciner. Frankfort, 1686.
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“ The seventh and last period of the Church—the status desola-
tionis, state of desolation—dates from the birth of Anti-christ, and
lasts till the end of the world, In this age the apostacy from the
faith will be general, and then will time come unto its end. To
this period corresponds the seventh day of creation, when God con-
cluded His work, and celebrated the Sabbath. So will God now
elose the work of spiritual creation, and repose in eternity with His
saints and His elect. The evils of this age will be lukewarmness.in
faith—ecoldness of love—perturbation of public order—folly on the
part of pastors and rulers, whe will be like unto gutumnal trees
without frnits—wandering stars—and rainless elouds. This state
of things is denoted by the name of the seventh community, Lao-
dicea, which signifies the spitting out ; for Christ the Levd will spit
out His lukewarm Christendom, and deliver it over to the son of
perdition.—Apoe. e, viil., v, 14—23."—Beykireh, p. 33,

Nothing ean be more vivid than the portraiture which
Holzhauser has traced of the times of Anti-christ. The
prophetic description which Daniel gave of King Antio-
chus, (¢. x1.) 1s shown te have a more complete fulfilment
in the person of his anti-type—the son of perdition. His
arrogance—his impiety—his lust—his savage persecution
of the Christians, who can scarcely find a retreat in his
universal empire, but must bury themselves in caverns and
clefts of rocks—-his prohibition of the eternal saerifice—his
lying wonders and infernal devices, are strikingly depicted.
Kqually so 1s the apparition of “ the two witnesses, '
Enoch and Elias, who at the close of ages will come to testify
in behalf of our Liord and God, Christ, against the arch-
heresiarch, and final adversary of the Church. The one
will appear as the representative of the primitive world—
the other as that of the Mosaic dispensation. Like St,
John the Baptist, they will be ¢lad in hair-cloth, and will
traverse the world, preaching penance and the judgment to
come, to Jews and Heathens. Like Moses, they will
smite a guilty world with plagues; they will turn rivers
into blood, and call down fire from heaven. By the power
of their word, and their wondrous signs, these twe Pro-
phets will change the hearts of countless multitudes, and-
will put to shame the lying wonders of Anti-christ and his
false magicians. They will be put to death at last by the
arch-seducer, who then will attain the acme of his triumph.
But the resurrection of the two Prophets from the dead

* Apoe. . xi, ¥ 3.
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after three weeks and a half, will put an end to the orgies
of the man of sin, and his infatuated hosts of followers. In
his madness, Anti-christ will attempt from Mount Olivet,
a mock ascension, to pluck down, as he will pretend, Enoch
and Elias ; but after reaching a great height in the air, the
arch-gseducer will suddenly be precipitated to the earth,
and will be swallowed up alive into hell. Here, as we
shall presently see, Holzhauser’s prediction perfectly con-
curs with that of St. Hildegarde’s, respecting the end of
Anti-christ.

After the death of Anti-christ, saith our seer, days, not
years, will be allotted for repentance to a guilty world.

he general perturbation of nature—the roaring of the sea
—the frightful meteors on the mountains—the darkening
of the sun and moon—the dread and failling of the hearts
of men because of the evils about to come upon them, as
announced by our divine Lord, (Matthew, ¢. xxiv, and
Linke, e. ’xxi,g’ are brought out in awful colours.™ But the
blast of the archangel’s trump will put an end to the
agonies of a dying world.

In a very remurkable passage, Holzhauser says, ““that
Anti-christ will be born in a wilderness of a woman mnitia-
ted in all diabolical arts, and who will live in fornication
with Heathens and Jews.”” How pregnant is each word
in this passage! This son of perdition is to be born in
a wilderness. The ancient Egyptians,f as well as the
Hebrews, looked on the desert ag the natural resort of evil
spirits. Throughout seripture we find them, when cast
out of men, or driven forth from the abodes of the hiving,
taking refuge in the dry and waterless place. The mother
of this evil one, 18 to be initiated in all the arts of the devil,
What more natural than that he who, more than any other

* This passage of Holzhauser's reminds us of that eloguent
deseription, which, in his ** Institutions,”” Lactantius has given of
the world’s last days. It has often struck us, how much more vivid
a conception the primitive Fathers evince of the times of Anti-
christ, than later theologians and Christian writers, Was it that
the afflicted eondition of the Church in their own times, made
them better apprebend the final persecution that should desolate
her? Or was it that many prophecies and traditions on this mat-
ter were then rife among Christians, which bave since faded
away ¢

1 See Creuzer’s Symbelik Egyptien, vol. L
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mortal, will be endued with the power of infernal seduction
—who will ply the arts of magie with more destructive
potency than any other of God’s enemies, should suck in
the hellish eraft with his mother’s milk? She will also
fornicate with Jews and Heathens. This carnal inter-
course 18 doubtless typical of that monstrons medley of
Jewish rancour and heathenish depravity, which will
characterize the life and doctrines of Anti-christ and his
followers. A remarkable instance of such a combination
has been witnessed in our times in the Pantheistic Jews of
Berlin ; who form the most depraved section of the party,
known by the name of * Young Germany,” and are
remarkable for their audacious impiety and eynieal licen-
tiousness, as well as virnlent hostility to all the principles
of domestic and social order.®

The four great types of Anti-christ, as theologians gene-
rally agree, are Antiochus, Nero, Bimon Magus, and
Mahomet. - He will have, though in an intenser degree,

~ * These Jews are the disciples of the late Professor Hegel, of
Berlin, the author of the most Anti-christian philosophy that has
ever been propounded. He tanght that the essence of truth was in
negation, and not in affirmation ; that it was in man only the Deity
attained to self-consciousness; that the dogmas of religion were
only the myths and symbols of truths, which philosophy was te
enunciate ; that the former was adapted only to the infancy of
nations, but the latter was formed for their manhood ; that the
Church, useful in her time, must now give way to the Btate, which
18 to assume all her functions. His opiniens on the immortality
of the soul he artfully concealed, and veiled his monstrous errors
under the terms of christian theology ; so that he deceived some
and among others, the late King of Prussia,
who was his great patron. A portion of his disciples, however,
like Bruno Bauer, Feuerbach, Vischer, and Heine, tore off this dis-
guise, openly denied the immortality of the soul, preached up “ the
emancipation of the flesh,” and the ecommunity of wives and
oods,
. A friend of ours had onee the misfortune of meeting the Jew
Pantheist, Heine, at Paris, and he informed us that his conversa-
tion was filled with blasphemies, especially against our Lord
Christ. The unfortunate man, however, has lived to repent of his
errors ; and on the bed of sickness, has openly professed his belief
in the existence of the Deity, and the immertality of the seul, and
expressed a sorrow for his impious writings. May the Almighty,
in His infinite goodness, vouchsafe him still farther graces!
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the pride and impiety of Antiochus, the cruelty of Nero,
the magical potency of Simon Magus, and the seductive
influence of Mahomet. He will, like the Syrian king, set
ﬁ hig idol in the temple of the living Geod; like the

man emperor, he will persecute the Saints of God, but
like both his types, his persecution will not endure beyond
three years and a half. He will seduce millions and mil-
liong, like the Arabian impostor; and it is remarkable,
that Et}. Hippolytus, four centuries before the rise of Ma-
bomet, has, in a Treatise he composed on Anti-christ,
sketched a character which resembles in a remarkable
manner, the false prophet of Asia. Like that primitive
heresiarch who first disturbed the early Church, he will
display his magical devices and lying wonders with a ter-
rific power, “ that will shake even the hearts of the elect.”
And, as we learn from KEusebiuns, that Simon Magus,
while astonishing the Roman people by his magical arts,
and fying in the air, was brought down to the earth by
the prayers of St. Peter and St. Paul ; so St. Hildegarde
has predicted that the last heresiarch, the final adversary
of the Church, will, while attempting to imitate the ascen-
gion of our Lord, be dashed down to the earth and
killed.*

Liet the reader compare with the above account the fol-
lowing revelation made to St. Hildegarde, and cited by
Beykirch, (p. 61,) touching the end of Anti-ehrist.
“ Lastly,” she says, “ Anti-christ will himself consum-
mate the tragedy ; for, in imitation of our Liord Christ, he
will attempt an ascension, and while he is lifted up to a
great height, the charioteers of the air, at God’s bidding,

* Of Simon Magus, Calmet writes as follows:  The sort of

death, which carried off Simon, wonderfully confirms St. Paul’s

rediction, He dared to pretend that, like Christ, he could ascend
into heaven as a Messiah and a Son of God. He therefore used all
the secrets of his art, and promised that in the sight of the Roman
people he would be carried up into heaven. In truth, by the aid of
t-,h‘a‘ demons, he was borne upon a fiery chariot through the air; but
at the prayer of St Peter and Paul, who were then at Rome, he
was précitgitatrad to the ground, and there lay with his broken
thighs, Thence removed, he was shortly afterwards so agitated
by grief and shame, that he threw himself from the top of a house,
where he was detained.”—Calmet, Comment, lit, in Ep. Paul,
vol. iv., pp. 1T7—T78. s
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wﬂl be sudd&n;iiy carried off, mld he will fall headlong to
rround, and give up the ohost.”’

e must add that, according to Holzhauser, Mahome-
tanism will become extinet, except in a small remnant of
Lt.s Hmfessers, and that out of that remnant Anti-christ will

¢ born

End



